THE PRINTED BOOKS

There is no comprehensive catalogue of bindings, which would
be a very large work. The following illustrated catalogues of speci-
mens selected for their beauty or historical interest have been pub-
lished:

English Bookbindings in the British Museum.   Illustrations of 63 examples.

With introduction and descriptions by W. Y. Fletcher.    1895.
Foreign Bookbindings in the British Museum.   Illustrations of 63 examples.

With introduction and descriptions by W. Y. Fletcher.

These two books followed a very similar unofficial work:
Remarkable Bindings in the British Museum.    By H. B. Wheatley.    1889.

One class, in which the Museum is very rich, is the subject of a
comprehensive list:

Early Stamped Bookbindings in the British Museum. Descriptions 0/385
blind-stamped bindings of the nth-i$th centuries in the Departments
of Manuscripts and Printed Books. Mainly by the kte W. H. James
Weale. With 490 illustrations of the stamps used on them. Com-
pleted by Lawrence Taylor, 1922.

A small selection of 35 specimens of bindings of MSS. forms part
of the Exhibition in the Grenville Library, and is described in:

Guide to the Exhibited Manuscripts, Part III.    1923.

A much larger selection of those on Printed Books occupies seven
cases in the King's Library, and is described in:

A Guide to the King's Library.    1939.

A few .years ago the two Departments combined in an Exhibition
of English bindings of all periods, but unfortunately no Guide was
printed. Recent study of the subject has made such great additions
to knowledge that a full-dress catalogue covering all three Depart-
ments seems very desirable. >
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